Most of the French book illustration of the sixteenth century is anonymous, and many of the prints are by men whose names, even when known, are known only to specialists. The attributions that were given to much of this work in the older reference books are of the most doubtful validity, and of recent years the fashionable interest in Italian and German primitive prints has directed the interest of students in other directions.
These facts, taken into consideration with the absolute rarity of the material, have made it seem advisable to fill the space available for this notice in the Bulletin with reproductions rather than with any attempt at analysis or criticism.
The reason for the very great rarity of many of the books and prints shown will be obvious to anyone who is familiar with the political history of the time. For at least a third of the century France was ravaged by the bitterest, most merciless and cruel of civil wars, in the course of which there was an almost unparalleled destruction of both life and property. 
